[image: image2.emf] 

[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.wmf] 


[image: image5.wmf] 

The Monthly Good News Letter
February 2012

[image: image6.wmf]
[image: image7.wmf]
“Excuse me, you’ve got a smudge on your forehead!”


What form of that exclamation do you remember hearing over the years? Or perhaps it came in the form of a question—“Hey, what’s that mark on your face?” A fellow worker, a curious child, a friend or family member, or a considerate stranger trying to be helpful—who was it that asked the question last time, and how did you answer them? Did you explain it to them? Did you correct their inquiry and attempt to convey the urgency and importance of its meaning to you?

Did you tell them that the ashes of Ash Wednesday represent our mortality and the frailty and finitude of our existence? That the season of Lent is patterned after the Israelites’ forty years in the desert (Ex. 24:18), Moses’ forty-day fast on Mt. Sinai (Duet. 9:9), Elijah’s fasting journey to the Mount of God (1 Kings 19:8), and Jesus’ forty days’ fasting in the desert (Matt. 4:2; Luke 4:2). Were they amazed when they heard how, at every turn of our history, God speaks through prophet and sage to assure us of the love he has for us? And how the season of Lent is meant as time of reflection and focus to hear that very voice, a chance to be deliberately energetic in our appreciation of the awesome wonders God does in our lives?

Did you watch their expression change from curiosity to despair as they began to understand the reality of our failure before God? The reality that God so loved the world—us—that he gave his only begotten Son to show us the way, and in return for that trust in us, he was beaten and killed. Were they devastated when they realized that God gives us opportunities every day to live into the love that Jesus gives, and that every day we fail even to notice his presence in our lives. When they asked, “Were you there when then crucified our Lord?”, did you respond, “Yes, I am.”?

Tony had never had heart trouble and that was why the heart attack was such a surprise. Later, after he recovered, after the “scare” was over, he awoke one morning to the sun pouring in on his face. He sat up and looked out the window at the same landscape he’d seen for twenty years and gasped, “Oh my God!” His wife shot up in a panic. Was it happening again—after all they’d just gone through—was this the end?  “What is it?” she asked in fear. With tears rolling down his face he said again confidently, quietly, this time to her, “Oh my God, my God.”

We have so much to be thankful for, so much abundance and privilege. Yet so often we only see what we don’t have or can’t have or have failed to get. Those ashes are a wake-up call, not to how great or not-so-great we have made our lives, but how wonderful God has made us! Not to how organized or efficient or accomplished we have made ourselves, but how we depend on the Lord in every way, for everything He has made. Just as Tony’s heart attack cleared his sight and realigned his priorities, the Lenten season is an opportunity to throw off the weight of the world (and what we have made our burdens) and take on the weight of the Cross. 
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“Hey, What’s that mark on your face?”  
       ANNOUNCEMENTS

Spaghetti Dinner – Friday February 10th   (6:00 – 8:00 p.m.)
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Take the night off from cooking!  Enjoy a delicious meal made for you by one of our most celebrated cooks, Louise Lafoon! $6.00 per person or $20.00 for a family of four  includes spaghetti with meat or tomato-basil sauce, salad, bread, and iced tea.  A table of dessert treats will be available for purchase for those eating in. You may dine-in or carry-out. Tickets are available in the church office (9:00-12:00, Monday-Friday), at church on Sunday. Reservations can also be made by calling the church office (746-8765, ext. 6). Contact Elizabeth Lafoon for tickets or to volunteer to help. 
Women and Girls Breakfast – Sunday February 12th (9:00 a.m.)
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Ladies, come out and enjoy fellowship and a wonderful breakfast cooked by the men of the church.  Breakfast will be served at 9:00 a.m., between the 8:00 and 10:30 services. A sign-up sheet for women and a volunteer sheet for men can be found in the Narthex.
Shrove Tuesday:  February 21 (6:30 p.m.)
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Creator’s Annual Pancake Supper will be held on February 21 starting at 6:30 p.m. Come enjoy fellowship and lots of pancakes, sausage, and bacon.
Ash Wednesday: February 22 (7:30 p.m. service)
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A light meal will be served at 6:00 p.m. prior to the Ash Wednesday service at 7:30 p.m.
Lenten Learning, Our Wednesday Night Lenten Gatherings
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Each Wednesday in Lent, from Feb. 29  through March 28, we will gather in the Parish Hall for an opportunity to grow in Christ.  Our program this year is based on the award-winning Memphis writer, Ellen Morris’s book, Making Crosses.  The book is a guide for finding and using simple, sometimes discarded, perhaps once-loved, objects and pieces of your life and prayerfully incorporating them into a focal point - a cross.
Our time together will take us on a spiritual journey of observation and recognition that has the power to change how we see the world. We will approach the Cross as a historical reality and    search for the answer to how this once hated symbol of oppression and death has become the most beloved and revered icon in history. You are asked to purchase the book at any of the popular book sellers in preparation for our gathering. There will be a limited number of copies for sale on Wednesday night.  

Making Crosses: A Creative Connection To God
by Ellen Morris
Approx. $13.00

Paraclete Press; Original edition (June 2009)            ISBN-10: 1557256284 or ISBN-13: 978-1557256287 

Wednesday  Feb. 29th- March28th 
6:00 p.m.

Eucharist 







6:20 p.m. 

Dinner in the Parish Hall







7:00-8:00 p.m.  
Program

Lenten Youth Program
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We are currently looking for volunteers to run the Lenten Youth Program which will run concurrently with the adult program. Please contact Fr. Bill+ for details.

SCREWTAPE BOOK STUDY - Sun, February 5, at 2:00 p.m. & Monday, January 20, at 7:00 p.m.
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The Screwtape Book Study Group usually meets the 1st Sunday @ 2:00 p.m. and the 3rd Monday @ 7:00 p.m. each month. 

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP – February 12 and 26  (6:00  – 8:00 P.M.)
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 Come experience Godly fellowship with your friends.

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP: New Time and Volunteer Opportunity
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The Junior Youth Group has been going strong for several months now! To better serve youngest youth members, we are changing the meeting time to Sunday afternoon from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month. Additionally, new leadership is needed for this Youth Ministry, please contact Fr. Bill+ for more details about this unique opportunity to lead the future of the church and have a blast at the same time!
Health-Mobile to visit Creator on Feb. 21st
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The Health-Mobile, in connection with Johnston-Willis and Richmond Health will be stationed at Creator on Tuesday, February 21 from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. The Health-Mobile is a mobile medical screening office which offers testing services. There will be flyers with details of the cost and the procedures offered the week before the event.

2012 Building and Grounds Committee 
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Your Junior Warden, Steve Ikenberry, is forming the 2012 Building and Grounds Committee and is asking for your help. The B&G Committee will assist the Jr. Warden with the upkeep and maintenance of Church property and also assist as necessary in the event of an emergency. Those with special skills or training (plumbing, electrical, etc) will be a valuable aid advising in times of need. Please contact Steve Ikenberry or look for the sign-up sheet posted in the Narthex.
Grass Cutting Volunteers
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It’s time again to fill in our Grass-cutting roster for the spring, please sign up to cut the Church grass the growing season. The lawn cutting equipment is provided by the Church. Sign-up sheet is in the Narthex or contact Steve Ikenberry.
Food Closet Needs
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The food closet is need of the following food items:  canned fruit, canned meat, hot and cold cereal, spaghetti noodles and sauce, peas, carrots, baked beans, rice, and Ramon noodles.  Thank you for your continued support of this crucial ministry. 
Altar Flowers

[image: image22.jpg]



In the upcoming year, you will have the opportunity to make a contribution toward altar flowers in honor or memory of a friend or loved one, to commemorate a special occasion, or simply to the glory of God.  You may sign up on the flower chart that is located in the narthex. Please choose a date on the chart and write your name and dedication next to it.  Your dedication will be noted in the bulletin on that date.  Suggested contribution amount is $25, which will go toward Creator’s flower fund.  Checks may be placed in the offering plate or mailed to the church.  Please note "Altar Flowers" on the memo line.

Parish Prayer List

[image: image23.jpg]Building
&

Grounds

Mini



Please take an update form from the Narthex to provide current information about the person you have placed on the Prayer List. If we do not receive an update we will thank God that their needs have been met and remove them from the list.

Vestry News
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Your vestry met for their annual retreat on Friday, January 13 and Saturday, January 14. We bonded through prayer, humor, and hard work as we set the tone for the year ahead.  Recorded minutes of this meeting as well as any other vestry meeting are available from the church office.  Highlights from the meeting include: 

· After a final session with Jean Bacon, our outside facilitator, Phase 1 of the Mutual Ministry Review is now complete. This lays the groundwork for our church community to be continually built, rebuilt, and deepened through planning, doing, and reviewing.  Look for more information coming soon and throughout the year on Phase 2 of the MMR.

· A search committee was formed to fill the immediate opening for a new church secretary.
· A call was made for a revitalization of the Nursery School Board to look into new possibilities for this vital program to grow better serve the surrounding community.

· Dates were set for a newly formed Membership committee to continue their important work.

· Initial plans were made for the upcoming Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser to be held February 10.
· The Vestry touched on and will continue to review and update the current building-use policy/ clean-up protocol to determine how to best encourage all groups who use our space to be good stewards of the church facilities. 
Do you have concerns or questions for your vestry?  Call your vestry person or Elizabeth Lafoon, 
Senior Warden.  
NOTES FROM  THE TREASURER
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Hello to all.  I wanted to provide you with a brief summary of Creator’s year-end financial results and cash position.

You may recall that, in the Treasurer’s commentary included in the Annual Meeting packet, a year-to-date shortfall of about $7,600 was projected.  The preliminary actual numbers indicate that we should come within a few dollars of breaking even!  How did we do this?  While the projected total expenses were right in the ball park, we received about $7,400 more revenue in December than anticipated.  $7,200 of this came from contributions:  $995 from plate offerings; $5,420 from pledgers (a number of whom gave over and above their total pledge); and $770 from non-pledge givers.  Actual December fundraising dollars were $2,025 more than projected, with net stew sales coming in at $7,600, and Yard Sale and Tacky Lights tour proceeds of $200 and $170, respectively.  Offsetting this was matching gifts revenue, which was $1,750 less than projected.

The year end operating cash balance is $13,585, about $1,000 more than the balance at the beginning of the year, and a much more favorable position to start 2012 than expected.  Once again, how did we do this?  We did this together, in our community of Christ, by putting that extra dollar in the plate, by contributing more than we had pledged, by working side-by-side on church fundraisers, and by being careful stewards of church resources.

2012 looks to be another challenging year financially.  Our budget balances, but only by depleting our nest eggs and adding new fundraisers.  But, once again, by working together and with God’s help, we can not only “get by”, but thrive and grow as a church family.  

As always, please feel free to contact me if you have any questions now or in the future about Creator’s finances.

God’s peace,

Lynne Read

Notes from the Pledge Secretary

Pledge and non-pledge giving statements for the 4th quarter of 2011 were mailed on January 23.  If you have questions about your statement, please call Lynne Read, Treasurer/Pledge Secretary, at 730-0733, or email her at LHRead1@comcast.net .

For those of you who requested pledge envelopes for 2012, you may pick them up in the narthex.  If you did not previously request envelopes but would like some, please contact Lynne Read.

MINISTRY NEWS
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MUSIC MINISTRY     The Rev. Judy Brown

The Adult Choir rehearses at 9:15 am on Sunday mornings. New members are welcome to come to any rehearsal. Come join the fun.  Youth in high school are also welcome to sing.
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The Children's Choir rehearses on Sundays from noon to 12:30 in the balcony.  This choir is open to children in Grades 1 through 8.  The Children's Choir will sing "Jesus We Want to Meet" in the service on February 12th. This is a hymn with music from Nigeria and words of African origin.  The children will also sing on Palm Sunday, April 1st and on May 13th.

Recycle Ministry
“…Give us wisdom and reverence so to use the resources of nature, that no one may suffer from our abuse of them, and that generations yet to come may continue to praise you for your bounty…” BCP 827

PAPER

Please deposit unwanted bulletins in the blue “Recycle” bin by the Church door.

Contact Barbara Jennings-559-0859- if you would like to assist with this ministry.

INK CARTRIDGES FOR CASH!!

We are recycling printer ink cartridges for up to $4 per cartridge! This includes the large cartridges found in commercial printers (the type used in your office!) So, don’t toss them in the trash—toss them in our drop box located in the hall outside the Office door, or leave them in the Parish Hall entry. 

MEETINGS & EVENTS
Book GROUP— The Women’s Book Group is reading Nine Parts of Desire by Geraldine Brooks.  We’ll meet on Wednesday, February 15, at 7:00 p.m. at the Target coffee shop on Bell Creek Rd., to discuss the book.  Please join us!
Recurring Meetings in the Parish Hall

· Alcoholics Anonymous - Saturdays at 8:00 p.m.

· Girl Scouts Troop#491 – 2nd Sunday from 3:00-4:30 p.m.
· Girl Scouts Troop #894 – Sundays from 3:00-5:00 p.m.
· Families Anonymous – Mondays at 7:00 p.m.

· Boy Scouts—Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.

· Vestry Meeting— 2nd  Thursday from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
· Screwtape Study – 1st  Sunday at 2:00 p.m. and 3rd Monday at 7:00 p.m.
· Youth Group – 2nd and 4th Sunday from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
· Lectio Divina – 1st Wednesday at 7:00 pm


Rector: The Rev. William H. Burk, OPA

Rector Hours: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., (Monday, Wednesday, & Thursday)

9 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., (Tuesday)

Father Bill is available outside of posted office hours for contact and counseling. Please call the Church Office to make an appointment.  In case of an emergency when the office is closed, please contact him directly.

Office Hours: 9 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., Monday– Friday

At all times the Church is available for prayer and meditation.  Please contact the Parish Office with questions.
February Birthdays
4 Stacy Green, Charlie Hicks


16 Gibb Thompson
6 Jack Henry Ikenberry



17 Sophia Kothe
7 Abigail Lafoon 




10 Paul Kelly
8 Sophie Burk, Morris Creps


26 Jack Messere
9 Anita Seigworth, Joan Sieg, Eric Hudson 
        Ben Owens
12 Pam Stuckey






13 Duke Lafoon 






15 Richard Groover
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The newsletter submission deadline is the 20th of every month. Please submit your item by email to: 








creatorcontact@comcast.net








Newsletter


Bonnie Hoffman








Webmaster


Steve Mullen





www.creatorfamily.net
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Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; 


bless and guide them wherever they may be. 


Strengthen them when they stand; 


comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; 


raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts


may thy peace which passeth understanding 


abide all the days of their lives;


through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.	BCP 830
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